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Faith. The Prince is scrupulous to speak with respect of the late
Emperor, and even as to Philip, he throws all blame upon the
royal ministers and agents. He speaks with pride of the services
of his countrymen in the long war with Fran'ce, and of the forty
millions of florins that they contributed to the service of the
Crown. For the descent of the country from the height of pro-
sperity and loyalty to its present state of calamity and disturbance,
lie throws the whole responsibility on evil counsellors, especially
on Cardinal Granvelle. The Prince himself had consistently
resisted all attempts to persecute and to introduce the Inquisition,
by speech in Council, by remonstrance with the Regent, by his
offers of resignation, by repeated letters to the King. If he had
remained in any official position, it was solely by the refusal of
Piegent and King to relieve him ; for the Cardinal, like Dionysius,
tyrant of Sicily, desired to keep some popular noble in the
ministry, well knowing how deeply he was hated. After the
departure of the Cardinal, he (the Prince) was retained in office at
the urgent entreaties of the Eegent, little as he coveted such duties
himself. He then inveighs against the Cardinal, who upheld the
Edicts and Inquisition by which more than 50,000 persons had
been cruelly put to death and driven into exile, so that the whole
country was thrown into transports of rage and horror.
He then gives a history of the conversion of the bishoprics
which involved the revival of persecution, the mission to Spain of
Montigny, and other deputations to protest against the Inquisition,
the subsequent mission of Egmont, and the decision of the King to
maintain the Catholic orthodoxy with all the rigour of the Spanish
Inquisition. This, and this alone, was the sole cause of the
agitation, and not "the ambition or the machinations of the
Prince." It was against this new form of religious persecution
that the Federation of the Nobles was directed—a movement that
did not originate with him, but the certain result of which the
Prince had pressed on the Council. And the same of the Petition
of the Nobles, which was a loyal remonstrance to the King to
respect the ancient constitutions of the land. To throw the
responsibility of the Confederation of Nobles on the Prince, who
was not a member of it, to make him answerable for the acts of
men, to whom he never gave assistance, is to substitute pro summo
jure, summam injuriam. No place, town, fortress, or government
frfiere the Prince was in actual command has ever broken out in
insurrection, or into outrage to churches and ecclesiastics.

